


                Introduction 

 
In this section SWISS FILMS presents five feature films, five documentaries and an 
animated short (see the attached list). The films stand out for their originality, for the 
impact they has made on the Swiss film scene since the last e dition of the Locarno Festival, 
or for having attracted attention at major film festivals. Screenings will include this year’s 
audience favourite Die Standesbeamtin (Micha Lewinsky ), Du bruit dans la tête (Vincent 
Pluss) and the documentary Geburt (Silvia Haselbeck  and Erich Langjahr) which have not 
yet been released theatrically. Isa Hesse-Rabinovitch by Anka Schmid  will be accompanied 
by three short films made by the subject of the film.   
 
 
 
 

 



 
Film Festival Locarno 

 

Swiss Films in the selection 2009 

Piazza Grande 

• GIULIAS VERSCHWINDEN by Christoph Schaub 
• LA VALLE DELLE OMBRE (THE VALLEY) by Mihály Györik 
• LES YEUX DE SIMONE by Jean-Louis Porchet 
• SOUNDS AND SILENCE by Peter Guyer and Norbert Wiedmer 

 
International Competition 

•  COMPLICES by Frédéric Mermoud 
 

Competition Filmmakers of the Present 

• IVUL by Andrew Kötting  
• THE MARSDREAMERS by Richard Dindo 

 
Leopards of Tomorrow – National Competition 

• A CÔTÉ by Basil da Cunha 
• BRANDSTIFTER by Felix von Muralt 
• CONNIE by Judith Kurman 
• DÉJÂ by Antonin Schopfer 
• FREUD’S MAGIC POWER by Edouard Gétaz 
• KISS WHO by Riccardo Bernasconi 
• KITSCH PANORAMA by Gilles Monnat 
• LA SALLE DES MAÎTRES by Tareq Daoud 
• LAS PELOTAS by Chris Niemeyer 
• LE TÉMÉRAIRE by Lila Ribi 
• NACHTSPAZIERGANG by Christof Wagner 
• SCHONZEIT by Irene Ledermann 
• VAS-Y JE T’AIME by Marie-Elsa Sgualdo 
 

Ici & Ailleurs 

• BABA’S SONG by Wolfgang Panzer 
• CUSTODI DI GUERRA by Zijad Ibrahimovic 
• DIE KÜNSTLERIN INGEBORG LÜSCHER by Renata Münzel 
• DIRTY PARADISE by Daniel Schweizer 
• SO LONG NO SEE by Véronique Goël 

 
Special Events 

• VITUS by Fredi M. Murer 
 

Semaine de la critique 

• BREATH MADE VISIBLE by Rudolph Gerber  
 

 



Swiss Films in the selection 2009 
 
 

 Film Festival Locarno 

Swiss Cinema Rediscoverd 

This section of the program highlights the heritage of Swiss cinema and each year, from 
its collections, the Cinémathèque Suisse (National Film Archive) organizes public 
screenings of films that have recently been restored. 

Two feature films are to be presented in 2009: 

DILEMMA (L’éternelle victime) 
by Edmund Heuberger – Switzerland – 1940 
with Leopold Biberti, Marina Rainer, Fritz Schulz, Margarete Fries, Rita Liechti, Maria 
Becker 
 
NEGRESCO SCHIMPANSI (Safari) 
by Wilhelm Eggert – Switzerland/Germany – 1939 
The film was restored at the initiative of the Swiss Cinémathèque by reto.ch at 
Ecublens, in collaboration with Egli Film in Zurich, from elements conserved by the 
Cinémathèque and donated by members of Dora Kuser’s family. 
 

 

 
 



 
Film Festival Locarno 

Appellations Suisse 2009 

Selection of films, in alphabetical order:  
 
• BROTHERS (2008) by Igaal Niddam, fiction film, 35mm, HEB/ e, 116 min. 
• CEUX DE LA COLLINE (2009) by Berni Goldblat, documentary film, Digital Beta, 

MÒORÉ/ F/ E/ DIOUALA/ HAOUSSA/ GOURMANTCHÉ/ FULA/ e, 72 min. 
• CHRIGI (2009) by Anja Kofmel, fiction film, Digital Beta, G/ e, 7 min. 
• DIE FRAU MIT DEN 5 ELEFANTEN (2009) by Vadim Jendreyko, documentary film, 

35mm, G/ RUS/ e, 93 min. 
• DU BRUIT DANS LA TÊTE (2008) by Vincent Pluss, fiction film, 35mm, F/ e, 90 min. 
• FROM SOMEWHERE TO NOWHERE (2009) by Villi Hermann, documentary film, 

Digital Beta, MANDARIN/ CANTONESE/ E/ SWISS-G/ e, 86 min. 
• GEBURT (2009) by Silvia Haselbeck and Erich Langjahr, documentary film, 35mm, 

SWISS-G/e, g, 76  min. 
• HAPPY NEW YEAR (2008) by Christoph Schaub, fiction film, 35mm, SWISS-G /e, g, 94 

min. 
• ISA HESSE-RABINOVITCH: DAS GROSSE SPIEL FILM (2009) by Anka Schmid, 

documentary film, Digital Beta, G/ SWISS-G/ E/ I/ e, 52 min. followed by 3 short films 
by Isa Hesse-Rabinovitch. 

• DIE STANDESBEAMTIN (2009) by Micha Lewinsky, fiction film, 35mm, SWISS-G, 90 
min. 

• TANDOORI LOVE (2008) by Oliver Paulus, fiction film, 35mm, SWISS-G/ E/ HINDI/ f, g, 
97 min. 

 
For further information on Appellations Suisse please contact: Micha Schiwow, 
Director, SWISS FILMS, +41 79 303 35 75, mschiwow@swissfilms.ch 
 
 

 



 
Film Festival Locarno 

Swiss Cinema Day 2009 

 

Programme 

11.00 a.m.
  
LA SALA 

 

Announcement of the winners of 2009, with winners in attendance: 
SSA grants for the development of fiction film screenplays and 
development of documentary films (for cinema and television) 
SUISA Foundation for Music Prize for Best Soundtrack 
 

 Screening of Tandoori Love by Oliver Paulus in the “Appellations Suisse” 
section,  
with director in attendance  
 

12.45 p.m. 
PALAZZO 
MORETTINI 
 

Panel discussion: “Whose tune do we dance to?” 
Organised by “Schweizerischen Verband der Filmjournalistinnen und 
Filmjournalisten” (SVFJ) 
Moderated by Beat Glur, with Marco Solari, Michael Steiner, among 
others  
 

2.00 p.m. 
LA SALA
  
 

Workshop «The Film Music Class» 
With the composers Fabian Römer, Marcel Vaid and the directors Anno 
Saoul and Oliver Paulus 
 

3.00 p.m. 
PAVILLON 
SWISSFILMS 

“film music made in switzerland” 
Presentation of the CD by the SUISA Foundation for Music and the SUISA 
with Urs Schnell and Anne-Françoise Emery 
 

4.15 p.m. 
LA SALA 

World premiere of Baba’s Song by Wolfgang Panzer 
with director in attendance  
 

9.30 p.m. 
PIAZZA 
GRANDE 

World premiere of La valle delle ombre by Mihàly Györik  
Introduction by Frédéric Maire, together with the director  
 

10.00 p.m. 
RIALTO 1 

Screening of Die Frau mit den 5 Elefanten by Vadim Jendreyko in the  
“Appellations Suisse” section 
 

  
 The event is possible with the support of UFMC Switzerland, SSA, SUISA, Suissimage, 

Swissperform and Sympany. 
 

For further information on the Swiss Cinema Day: Natalia Guecheva, SWISS FILMS 
Events & Programmes, +41 43 211 40 56 or +41 76 391 57 73, nguecheva@swissfilms.ch 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Semaine de la Critique – 20. Edition 
La SEMAINE DE LA CRITIQUE est une section indépendante du Festival de Locarno. Elle est organisée par 
l’Association Suisse des Journalistes Cinématographiques. La SEMAINE DE LA CRITIQUE est née en 1990 et 
présente depuis un programme de 7 films documentaries très particuliers. 

La SEMAINE DE LA CRITIQUE ist eine vom Schweizerischen Verband der Filmjournalistinnen und 
Filmjournalisten organisierte, unabhängige Sektion des Internationalen Filmfestivals Locarno. Gegru!ndet 1990 stellt 
sie jedes Jahre eine Reihe herausragender Dokumentarfilme aus aller Welt vor. 

La SEMAINE DE LA CRITIQUE è un appuntamento fisso integrato all’interno del festival di Locarno ma indipendente 
dalla direzione artistica. La sezione è allestita da una commissione su incarico dell‘Associazione Svizzera Giornalisti 
Cinematografici e presenta 7 documentari molto particolari. 

BREATH MADE VISIBLE – Ruedi Gerber 
Suisse 2009, Digital Cinema HD, 80’, v.o. anglais, - première mondiale 
Première cinema Teatro Kursaal – 7.08.2009, 11.00 
La vie: une danse sans fin. L’oeuvre de Ruedi Gerber, Breath Made Visible, est plus un film avec Anna Halprin, la 
grande pionnière de la danse moderne, que le portrait de l’artiste.  
Das Leben: ein einziger langer Tanz. Ruedi Gerbers Breath Made Visible ist weniger ein Porträt über, als vielmehr ein 
Film mit der grossen amerikanischen Tanzpionierin Anna Halprin.  
La vita: un’unica lunga danza. Breath made visible di Ruedi Gerber, più che un ritratto è un film con la grande pioniera 
della danza moderna, Anna Halprin.  
 
CRIPS, STRAPPED’N STRONG – Joost Van der Valk, Mags Gavan 
Pays-Bas 2009, Digital Cinema HD, 85’, v.o. néerlandais, st. anglais – première internationale 
Première cinema Teatro Kursaal – 8.08.2009, 11.00 
Leurs cicatrices sont le témoignage de la violence de leurs combats, mais les Crips, la bande de La Haye dont Joost 
Van der Valk et Mags Gavan nous racontent l’histoire, en sont fiers. Un documentaire ethnique très troublant. 
Ihre Narben zeugen von gewalttätigen Auseinandersetzungen.; doch die Mitglieder der Den Haager Gang, die Joost 
van der Valk und Mags Gavan in „Crips“ porträtieren, sind stolz darauf. Ein aufwühlender Ethnofilm der etwas anderen 
Art. 
Le cicatrici testimoniano la violenza dei loro conflitti: eppure i membri dei Crips, la gang dell’Aia raccontata da Joost 
van der Valk e Mags Gavan, ne sono orgogliosi. Un documentario etnico che turba profondamente. 
 
PIANOMANIA – Auf der Suche nach dem perfekten Klang – Robert Cibis, Lilian Franck 
Autriche, Allemagne 2009, 35mm, v.o. allemand, st. anglais – première internationale 
Première cinema Teatro Kursaal – 9.08.2009, 11.00 
Le protagoniste du film de Robert Cibis et Lilian Franck a une seule passion: la quête du son parfait, qu’il cherche 
partout où il y ait un piano Steinway à accorder. 
Der Held von Robert Cibis und Lilian Frank hat eine einzige Leidenschaft: Er sucht den perfekten Klang. Er tut dies 
überall dort, wo ein Steinway-Flügel steht. Eine höchst vergnügliche Hörschule.  
Il protagonista del film di Robert Cibis e Lilian Franck ha un’unica passione: la ricerca del suono perfetto. E lo cerca 
ovunque ci sia un pianoforte Steinway da accordare. 
 
EL MILAGRO DEL PAPA – Pepe Valle 
Mexique 2009, Beta digital, 75’, v.o. espagnol, st. anglais – première internationale 
Première cinema Teatro Kursaal – 10.08.2009, 11.00 
En 1990 le Pape Jean Paul II a guéri un enfant mexicain. Pepe Valle est parti à la recherche de l’enfant miraculé et 
nous raconte, dans son film El Milagro del Papa, une société en équilibre entre les traditions et la modernité. 
1990 heilte der Papst in Mexiko einen Buben. Pepe Valle hat das einstige Wunderkind gesucht und stellt mit El 
milagro del Papa das leise lakonische Porträt einer zwischen Tradition und Moderne oszillierenden Gesellschaft vor. 
Nel 1990 Papa Giovanni Paolo II guariva un bambino messicano. Pepe Valle ha cercato il bambino miracolato e nel 
suo film El Milagro del Papa, racconta una società in bilico fra tradizione e modernità. 



 
 
 
 

 

 

    
  
WE DON’T CARE ABOUT MUSIC ANYWAY... – Gaspard Kuentz, Cédric Dupire 
France 2009, Digital Cinema HD, 80’, v.o. japonais, st. anglais – première mondiale  
Première cinema Teatro Kursaal – 11.08.2009, 11.00 
Gaspard Kuentz et Cédric Dupire contredisent le titre de leur film: jamais l’avant-garde musicale de Tokyo n’avait été 
portée à l’écran avec une telle participation. 
… haben Gaspard Kuentz und Cédric Dupire ihren Film überschrieben und strafen diesen Titel Lügen: Eindrücklicher 
wurde die avantgardistische Tokioter Musikszene kaum je auf Leinwand gehievt.  
Gaspard Kuentz e Cédric Dupire smentiscono il titolo del loro film: nessuno aveva mai portato l’avanguardia musicale 
di Tokio sullo schermo in modo più sentito. 
 
17 AUGUSTA – Alexander Gutman 
Russie, Pologne, Finlande 2009, Digital Cinema HD, 62’, v.o. russe, st. anglais – première mondiale 
Première cinema Teatro Kursaal – 12.08.2009, 11.00 
Selon son propre réalisateur, 17 Augusta est une parabole sur la Russie contemporaine; le film raconte une journée 
de la vie d’un condamné à perpétuité. 
17 Augusta sei eine Parabel auf das heutige Russland, meint Regisseur Alexander Gutman: Er zeigt in seinem Film 
einen ganz normalen Tag im Leben eines zu lebenslänglicher Einzelhaft Verurteilten. 
Secondo il suo regista Alexander Gutman, 17 Augusta è una parabola sulla Russia di oggi: il film racconta una 
giornata nella vita di un ergastolano. 
 
THE MOON INSIDE YOU – Diana Fabiánová 
Espagne, France 2009, Beta digital, 75’, v.o. anglais, slovaque, espagnol, st. anglais – première internationale 
Première cinema Teatro Kursaal – 13.08.2009, 11.00 
C’est avec humour et participation que la jeune réalisatrice Diana Fabiánová débute dans le tournage, en abordant un 
des derniers sujets tabous: les règles. Un tour d’horizon qui amusera aussi les hommes. 
Humorvoll verspielt und sehr einfühlsam tastet Diana Fabiánová in ihrem Regiedebüt nach einem der letzten grossen 
Tabus: der weiblichen Menstruation. Eine – auch für Männer – höchst unterhaltsame Tour d’Horizon. 
Girato con molto humor e partecipazione, il debutto della giovane regista Diana Fabiánová tocca uno degli ultimi tabù: 
le mestruazioni. Un ” tour d’horizon“  che riuscirà a divertire anche gli uomini. 
 

 
PRIX SRG SSR idée suisse / Semaine de la Critique 

Le Prix SRG SSR idée Suisse / Semaine de la Critique, est constitué d’une somme de CHF 8’000 octroyée 
au réalisateur et au producteur du film gagnant. 

Der von SRG SSR idée suisse gesponsorte Preis der Semaine de la Critique, im Wert von CHF 8000.--, 
geht an den Produzenten und Regisseur des besten Films. 

Il premio SRG SSR idée suisse / Semaine de la Critique, del valore di CHF 8'000, è conferito al regista e al 
produttore del film vincitore. 

      LE JURY 2009  

     André Ceuterick - Belgique 

     Marisa Marzelli - Suisse 

     Markus Wille - Liechtenstein 
 
 
 

                                                                           



 
 
 
 
X Film Summer School 
Animated Metamorphoses: The Changing Culture in Contemporary Animation 
 
 
Locarno (Svizzera), 3 - 7 agosto 2009 
 
www.fss.unisi.ch 
 
 
 
The University of Lugano and the Locarno International Film Festival organise from the 3rd to the 
7th of August, 2009 the tenth Summer School on film analysis.  
 
To speak of animation today means speaking of many different things. Independent shorts confront 
television animation, animation techniques such as stop-motion live side-by-side with the 
innovations brought in by computer graphics and the language of animation contaminates other 
media, from live-action cinema to videogaming. To account for the hybrid, polymorphous nature of 
contemporary animation, the X Film Summer School plans to confront the Western scene with that 
in the East, initiating a dialogue through two of the authors who are most representative of the 
latest tendencies in animation - Swiss animation director Georges Schwizgebel and Japanese 
anime director Hiroyuki Yamaga -, enabling a direct comparison between European animation's 
auteur tendency and the aesthetic and productive models of the most innovative Japanese 
Studios, but also stimulating reflection on the influence of cultural backgrounds, both on an 
aesthetic and a thematic level, in current animation production.  
The comparison is made even more relevant by the fact that both authors, while characterised by 
their different cultural roots and by the varying methods through which they develop and produce 
their work, share a tendency towards technical experimentation and an inclination to represent a 
contemporary world in vertiginous transformation. Can cultural and individual identity still provide 
an anchorage point among the continuous animated metamorphoses on offer? 
Through dialogue and encounters with filmmakers Georges Schwizgebel and Hiroyuki Yamaga, 
and scholars Thomas Basgier and Marco Pellitteri, the X Film Summer School aims to 
investigate the different approaches to aesthetics and narrative with which European and 
Japanese animation have created animated worlds which are as rooted in their cultural heritage as 
they are alternative and visionary compared to the "real" worlds to which they refer. 
 
The Summer School - whose scientific committee is composed of Francesco Casetti (University of 
Lugano and Catholic University of Milan), Maria Cristina Lasagni (University of Lugano), Frédéric 
Maire (Locarno International Film Festival), Giuseppe Richeri (University of Lugano) and Margrit 
Tröhler (University of Zurich) - is open to 30 university students from Switzerland and abroad. 
 
The Film Summer School full program may be found at the website www.fss.unisi.ch, 
(information request: info@fss.unisi.ch). 
 
We thank you for the attention you will kindly give to this event. 
 

 

 




